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Among all starting 
undergraduates in 2008 

(3.6M students)

37%

attended 2 or more institutions that’s just 
within the

first six 
years



© 2018 National Student Clearinghouse. All Rights Reserved.

4

Among all students currently 
enrolled

54% 

Of enrollments at each institution at 
any given time are mobile 

(transferring in & out)
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All bachelors degree recipients 
2014/15  (1.5M graduates)

attended two or more institutions

of those who started at age 20 or 
younger

65%

63%
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All bachelors degree recipients 
2014/15  (1.5M graduates)

40%

52%

at least one stop 
out

at least one 
stop-out

All associates degree recipients 
2014/15 (0.5M graduates)
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66% of students transfer 
before earning 

an associate’s degree 

How Do We Know 
Reverse Transfer 

Increases Completion Rates?
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How Does Reverse Transfer Relate to 
Retention and Bachelor’s Degree Completion?
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Ohio Data 5% Higher for RT 
Students
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Hawaii 
Data

11% Higher for RT 
Students



Minnesota Data 18% Higher for RT 
Students
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Very few (less than one percent) are still persisting toward 
their four year degree, and only 16 percent (283 students) 

left without completing their degree at UTEP.”

Reverse Transfer and Degree Awarding Agreements 
to Help Transfers earn their Associates at a Four Year School, 

R. Boren, D. Ekal, A. Vasquez, C. Westman, D. Hendry

University of Texas El Paso 
& El Paso Community College

“Looking at student outcomes once 
students earned their associate’s degree, a 

substantial portion of the sample completed 
their bachelor’s degree as of Spring 2014 

(n = 1,740; 84%). 

84%
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• Incentivizes students to complete 
a bachelor’s degree 

• Provides a milestone for degree 
obtainment

• Makes a seemingly insurmountable 
goal more achievable

• Gives a feeling of accomplishment
• Provides positive momentum towards 

a bachelor’s degree
• Increases student income while in 

college and their lifetime earnings
• Increases chance of accomplishing 

goals

How Do We Know 
Reverse Transfer 

Increases Completion Rates?
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Students Increased Income
“For associate degrees, this review 
affirms that completing an associate 
degree yields strongly positive, 
persistent, and consistent earnings 
gains: studies show that completing an 
associate degree yields on average 
approximately

$4,640–$7,160 per annum in extra 
earnings compared to entering college but 
not completing 
an award.”

The Labor Market Returns to 
Sub-Baccalaureate College: A Review

By: Clive Belfield & Thomas Bailey | March 2017
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• The ONLY national solution that 
enables the exchange of course 
and grade data for awarding degrees

• Supports your student success 
initiatives by helping to increase 
both associate and bachelor degree 
attainment

• Alleviates the workload for 
community colleges and universities 
in the reverse transfer process
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• Most students are mobile
– 54% of enrollments 

(transfer ins and outs) at a 
typical institution are 
mobile at any given time, 
on average

• Transfer patterns are 
complex
– 25% of all transfers 

move between states

Reverse transfer can 
make the difference! 

Why a National Solution?
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Potential Completers Washington

Destination state for potential 
completers who started 
enrollment in Washington

Potential 
completers #

Potential 
completers 
%

Starting cohort** 73,630 100.0%
WA 62,250 84.5%
MULTI-STATE 2,911 4.0%
OR 1,631 2.2%
CA 1,259 1.7%
ID 696 0.9%
UT 636 0.9%
AZ 474 0.6%
TX 349 0.5%
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Potential Completers Washington

Origin state for potential 
completers who subsequently 
enrolled in Washington

Potential 
completers 
#

Potential 
completers 
%

TOTAL 8,035 100.0%
CA 1,606 20.0%
OR 1,270 15.8%
AZ 766 9.5%
ID 570 7.1%
TX 343 4.3%
MT 251 3.1%
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The most 
important reason 

is the student 
receives a 

credential in 
which they have 

earned!
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How does Reverse Transfer work?



© 2017 National Student Clearinghouse. All Rights Reserved.

21

Pipe Delimited File



© 2017 National Student Clearinghouse. All Rights Reserved.

• Trusted central location for storing and receiving data
• Crosses public, private and state lines
• Free and unlimited course and grade data 

exchanges with multiple partners. This is course/grade 
data exchange, not transcript exchange

• The ability for hosts to send all reverse transfer data, for 
all degree granting institutions, in one file submission

• The ability for Degree Granting Institutions to download 
their data from all  hosts in one location

Includes . . . 
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• Increased data quality from for everyone 
because of automatic data validation.

• Current student contact information to 
ensure diplomas are sent to the right address.

• Ability to identify files meant for the reverse 
transfer process versus receiving transcripts 
that are not identified as reverse transfer.

Includes . . . 
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• Searchable by student for the degree granting 
institutions

• Reports for both sides to track the number of  
degrees awarded, the data sent and received

• Identification of courses as “core” courses that 
are part of general education requirements

• A flag to indicate a student has completed the 
core courses

Includes . . . 
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• Filter for associate degrees before sending to 
2 year institutions.

• Download cumulative student data when the 2 
year is ready to evaluate for the semester and  
receive student data when based on a 
threshold of total earned hours.

Includes . . . 
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• Ability to send and receive at the state/system
level.

• Implementation guide to walk you through the 
process

Includes . . . 
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Host OPEID R Student Email 
Address

R Course End R

Host Student 
ID

R DGI OPEID R Date Grade R

ITIN – IRS 
identifier

R DGI Student ID (if 
available)

O Grade Scale R

SSN O Core Competency 
Complete Flag

O Grade Effective 
Date

O

First, Middle, 
Last Name

R Course Name R Number of 
Credits

R

Suffix R Course Number R Credit 
Description

O

DOB R Course Description R Core Course Flag O
Street Address O Course Semester 

Session
R Core Course 

Type
O

Student Phone 
#

O Course Begin Date R

Data
Fields

R= 
required

O= 
Optional
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File Submission Summary
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Validation Errors Detail Page
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DGI Response Summary View



© 2017 National Student Clearinghouse. All Rights Reserved.

DGI Response Summary View
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Student Lookup

32
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Student Lookup

33
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Increase the degrees at your institution by

Signing Up Today 

it is as Easy as 1,2,3

Must participate in Degree Verify and 
Enrollment Verify
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For More Information: 

Contact your Regional Director
Dannette Sullivan 

and Phil Smith

or 
Michelle Blackwell, 

mblackwell@studentclearinghouse.org
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